October 14, 2005

Encarnación Moya Nieto, Mayor and President of the City of Chinchón

"Good evening. Thank you very much Oscar [Villegas] for your words and thank you for your work and for the efforts you have made so Chinchón can become a privileged town.

Today Chinchón becomes a privileged place because it joins the other cities throughout the world that house the public sculptures of the Tile Project, Destination: The World.

As per Oscar's recommendation, I visited the Web Page for TransCultural Exchange and was truly excited. In the list of countries with cities that house or will house these tiles, the City of Chinchón appeared representing Spain--our City in the midst of countries and cities throughout the world. I felt very proud of my City and I know all of you feel the same.

I know that all of you share my love and enthusiasm for Chinchón. There's no doubt in my mind. But I would like us to reflect and share an appreciation of the meaning of this project.

We could start by saying that this project is important because it provides us with something new to offer and show all of our visitors.

We always speak of tourist incentives and if Chinchón already has an important historical and artistic patrimony, this project strengthens our image as a destination for cultural tourism. And this is its most prosaic, although not less important aspect.

Yet in my opinion, the great value of the project is found in what it symbolizes and represents: art, the artistic expression of human beings as a vehicle of mutual communication among different civilizations.

The sum total and the gathering together of works of authors from very diverse countries and with different cultures that attempt to communicate and bond through art beyond political, ideological, language or social boundaries. 

And the value of comprehension and communication is of particular importance at the dawn of the 21st Century, so convoluted and violent due to the clash between civilizations, due to poverty in the Third World, due to the enormous differences between the opulent and the poor worlds.

In the midst of this harsh, conflictive and overwhelming international scene, that so many artists are capable of uniting to develop this project and place it at everyone’s reach, encourages our hope for peace, enforces our aspiration for progress for all the people and helps us have confidence in humanity.

This is the importance of this project and thus the privilege of Chinchón in joining this venture towards communication among people and civilizations.

I am compelled to draw your attention to the enclave chosen for the sculpture, that couldn't have been simpler or more beautiful. Beautiful in its simplicity. Among the great cities and great avenues and skyscrapers, our Basin is cozy and humane because it preserves the traces of the hard work of the women of Chinchón throughout centuries.

Let this permanent installation of this magnificent artwork in this site be a homage to all those women.

I want to extend my gratitude to all the people and organizations who have made this project possible and I hope that, in the future, Chinchón will manage to live up to this wonderful privilege which we have been granted".

